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tive obstruction of State, town, and gild could be evaded. One
way was the escape of the new industry to the country or to
non-corporate towns where regulation could not be enforced.
Another more subtle and significant method was for the aspiring
capitalist to capture and transform the existing constitution of
gild or company, until it allowed of the presence of a purely
employing class on the one hand and a purely wage-earning
class on the other. A comparatively new and complicated
industry, like mining, naturally lent itself to organization on
capitalist lines, as a glance at the activities of the Willoughbys
in Nottinghamshire will show.1 Foreign trade increased rapidly,
cloth now ousting wool as the chief article of export. Agricul-
ture, the most traditional and conservative of occupations, was
undergoing a change so rapid and drastic that it filled contem-
poraries with alarm and became the subject of frequent and
heated discussions in pamphlets and sermons. JIt was', says
Mr. Tawney, 'a society in rapid motion, swayed by new ambi-
tions and haunted by new terrors, in which both success and
failure had changed their meaning.'

Thus, it was in a country which had begun to cast off many
of its old institutions and ideas and was moving rapidly towards
some new goal that the divines of Henry VIII's Reformed
English Church had to teach and preach. It might have been
expected that, representing one of the more recent of the
Reformed Churches, they would have been ready with a body
of new and even revolutionary social doctrine to apply to the
society which they saw around them. The most cursory examina-
tion of their writings shows that nothing was further from being
the case. The ideals and injunctions of the Middle Ages crop up
again and again, sometimes to be infused with the new life of
a vigorous personality, as in the case of Latimer, but always the
same in essentials. The old theory of the living organism, the
human body, as applied to Society is stated once again by
Thomas Lever in his sermons. 'As there be divers members in
divers places, having divers duties, so to have divers provision

1 See Hist. MSS. Coxnm., MSS. of Lord Middleton, and for a general account,
J. U. Nef, The Rise of the British Cod Industry, 1932.